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Diary Dates 

 

 

Wed 27/3—Thurs 28/3 
Parent Teacher Interviews 
 
Thurs 28/3 - Parent Club AGM 

 
Frid 29/3  - Assembly 2.45pm 
 

 
 
 
 

Reminders 
 

Breakfast Club is held Mon, Wed 
and Fri. 
 

Assembly will be held in Week 9 

 
Newsletters will be fortnightly 
 
During term 1 in the case of  
catastrophic fire danger, the school 
will be closed and the school bus will 
not operate. 
 
Students are required to wear broad 
brimmed hat this term. 
 
We are a NUT FREE school 

 

 

Principal:   

Richard Hall 

 

Premier’s be active Challenge Medal presentations Welcome Night 2019 

SPORTS DAY 2019 



From the Principal’s Desk 

Oral Language 

Parents/caregivers play a crucial role in language development of children particularly in the early 

stages of the child’s life. Some easy strategies for parents/caregivers to support their children in 

this area include; 

1. Talk, talk, talk. Immerse your children in rich, frequent conversations that promote the skills of listening, speak-

ing and meaning making. Ask them about their school day, share something about your day, etc. If your child is 

young, use talk-alouds to role model oral language; “I’m going to brush my teeth now so that I have healthy teeth 

and gums”. 

2. Read, read, read. One good predictor of future reading success is the amount of time parents spend reading 

with their child. The more variety in the types of reading materials your child reads (or is read), the more words 

they are exposed to. Children’s storybooks and graded home readers are a great start, but there’s a lot more for 

your child to explore beyond the books written for children. Magazines and non-fiction books often have attractive 

pictures, and your child can pick up new words from headlines and captions even if the text is beyond them at 

this stage.  Don’t forget all the words that are around you too, such as street signs, posters, packaging, TV and 

movie titles, fridge magnets, catalogues, flyers and brochures. It’s amazing how many words your child sees in a 

day! 

3. Explain and explore. When your child comes across a new word and the time is right, help them learn about it. 

Explain what the word means, and relate it to something they already know, for example ‘Apprehensive means 

worried, like how you might feel if you’re going somewhere and you don’t know anyone’. If it’s a long word or has 

tricky sounds, you might say the word slowly and clearly so your child can see the shapes that your mouth 

makes.  

At Bute Primary School we strongly value the development of Oral Lan-

guage and Vocabulary skills within all of our students. In fact, in 2019 

one of our Site Improvement priorities is for all students to develop their 

Oral Language and Vocabulary knowledge, skills and abilities. Recently 

teachers unpacked what is meant by the term Oral Language. Below is 

a diagram used to develop and clarify understandings regarding this 

term; 



Parent / teacher interviews will occur on Wednesday and Thursday of Week 9. I strongly encourage 

all parents to attend if possible. Interviews provide an excellent opportunity to discuss the work that 

has been taking place in the classroom, clarify expectations and to help build effective partnerships 

between home and school to support the development of students. Earlier in the week a letter was 

distributed with instructions regarding booking a time for an interview. If you missed this information, 

please make contact with the school to determine if a suitable time is available. 

 

Parent / Teacher Interviews  

Prodigy Maths Game 

Sports Day – 15th of March 

A huge thank you and well done to our students for the ways in which they positively represented 

our school at Sports Day last week. It was a fantastic day and really showcased the comradery of 

our students who continually supported and encouraged each other to do their best throughout the 

day. 

A massive thank you to everyone who contributed to the success of Sports Day last week whether 

that involved conducting practices with students, setting up equipment on the day, marshalling 

events etc. Without the support of both staff and parents/volunteers these days are not possible. 

Thank you! 

Over the last few weeks you may have heard your child talking about using/playing a Maths game 

called Prodigy. So what is Prodigy? 

Prodigy is an interactive Maths game that has been proven to improve student learning, achieve-

ment and confidence in Maths! It is aligned to the Australian Curriculum for grades 1-8, and fea-

tures content from each of the 3 strands of Number and Algebra, Measurement and Geometry and 

Statistics and Probability.  

Prodigy was designed with three primary goals in mind: 

1. To create deep engagement so students increase their math practice time both at school and at 

home. 

2. To equip teachers with reports and assessment tools to inform their instruction. 

3. To provide curriculum aligned content for free, regardless of a student’s demographic. 

Below is a diagram which also highlights some of the ley features for teachers when using Prodigy 

with their students. 



WHATS BEEN HAPPENING! 

WE WELCOME NEW STAFF MEMBER 

        Julie McDonald  

Hello, my name is Julie McDonald and I'm very pleased to work at Bute PS in 2019. 

I live in Wallaroo with my husband, Andrew, (teacher at KMS). I have two children Aaron (teacher 
at KMS) & Tenille (A nutritionist). We have a hobby farm with chickens, bees, fruit trees and we 
love growing, cooking from our produce. We make wine, pickle olives and spend a lot of time 
tending to the many trees. When we can we love to travel in Australia and 
will one day venture overseas. 

I have lived on Yorke Peninsula since 1998 and have worked in a number 
of schools here. Although I grew up in Adelaide, we love living in the coun-
try and being part of the community. 

I have worked in the education system since I left school, having worked in 
Adelaide, Kingscote, Coomandook, Kadina, Port Broughton and Moonta.  

I look forward to getting to know the students and meeting you this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the biggest benefits of Prodigy is that children can access their Prodigy account from any-

where with an internet connection. Parents can also involve themselves in their children’s educa-

tion with a free or premium Prodigy account. Students should know their login details to access 

their accounts at home and can continue building on and strengthening their Maths learning be-

yond the classroom.  

 



Over the last couple of years, there have been a number of positive changes made to our 

Sports Day held between Port Broughton and Snowtown. Many of these changes have been 

driven from the feedback we have received from our families. We would love to hear from 

parents/caregivers/family members who attended our Sports Day at Port Broughton on Fri-

day, 15th of March. Please complete and return the form below to the Front Office by Friday, 

29th of March. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Please Return to the Front Office by Friday, 29th of March. Thank you. 

Things we/I enjoyed about Sports Day… 

Sports Day would be even better if… 

Sports Day Feedback – 2019 

 



 

 

Mikayla: I wrote 

about a mystery  

story. 
 

Stella: It’s cool  

because I like  

writing stories. 
 

Saxon: I like it  

because I can 

choose my  

characters and 

what they do. 

 

Imaginative  

Narratives 

We have been learning 

about Imaginative text.  

First, we brainstormed 

our characters and set-

ting then we planned out 

our story using a story 

map.  Now we are up to 

writing the introduction. 



What’s been happening/Community Notices 

 

Season starts March 31, 2019 
Registrations open Monday 4th March 

Register by Saturday March 23rd  

www.playfootball.com.au 

MiniRoos and Junior $100  

Sports Voucher can be used!!  

1st Sunday in every month will be played at KADINA HOCKEY 

ground 

ALL other games at MOONTA AR-

EA SCHOOL 

U6 & U8   10 – 10:45 

U12    11 – 12:15 

U17   12:30-1:45 

 

Bute Primary School 

Parent Club AGM 
 

Thursday 28th March 

9am in the library 
 

All welcome 

All positions vacant 

Winter Soccer Season 

For questions  

or assistance   

Contact:  

ypsoccerassocia-
tion@gmail.com 

Wind Up 

Wednesday 27th March 

5:30 

Bute Sports Club 

Advanced Notice  

– Asbestos Removal 

On Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st 

of March we will be having asbes-

tos professionally removed from 

the existing toilets in readiness 

for their removal. All community 

members are advised that access 

to the school premises is not 

permitted over this weekend. 

Thank you for your understanding 

and cooperation with this matter. 



Notices 


