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Diary Dates 
 
 

19/6-3/7—Dancify 
 
23/6—Minori Visit—Japanese 
 
3/7—Dancify Presentation 
 
3/7—Last Day of Term 2 
 2.15pm Dismissal 
 
20/7—Start of Term 3 
 

 
Reminders 

 
Breakfast Club will be held each 
morning.  
 
Newsletters will be fortnightly 
 

Students are required to wear broad 

brimmed hat this term. 

 
We are a NUT FREE school 
 

 

Principal:   

Richard Hall 

 

 

 

 

CROSS COUNTRY 2020 

NEW INTERACTIVE        

NEWSLETTER 

If you would like to receive 

this via email let us know.  
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From the Principal’s Desk 

Phonics – A key component of learning to read  

One of our Site Improvement Priorities is for all students to develop and 

improve their reading skills. You have probably heard me go on and on 

about the importance of our students being capable and confident avid 

readers. I make no apologies for this, as research consistently tells us 

that proficient reading 

skills and future 

success go hand in hand. To frame this 

work, our teachers implement the best 

advice around reading development, as 

determined by the Department for 

Education (DfE). Subsequently, our 

teachers focus on students developing 

6 big components of reading; Oral 

Language, Phonological Awareness, Phonics (letter-sound knowledge), Fluency, 

Vocabulary and Comprehension. 

Recently, all of our teachers undertook professional development in relation to 

assessing and teaching phonics effectively. Below I have included some information 

about phonics and included some simple strategies families can use at home to promote 

this knowledge and understanding further.  

Phonics is an important component of teaching children to read. Phonics works by 

breaking words down into their individual sounds. There are 44 different sounds in the 

English language, but only 26 letter. Some of these sounds are made up of 2 or 3 

letters. Two letter sounds are called digraphs and three letter sounds are called 

trigraphs. Learning to read with phonics is therefore a bit like learning a code, after 

learning just a few sounds, children are able to use this code to read 100's of words. The 

more sounds they know, the more words they will be able to work out how to read 

(decode). 

Not all words are phonetically decode-able however, a select few words need to be 

learned through the 'sight words or tricky words’' method of learning to read. This is 

when children learn to read these words by memorising and practising these works in 



 Ways you can help your child at home.  

Sound-talking (for younger children) 

Find real objects around your home that have three phonemes (sounds) and practise 

“sound talk”. First, just let them listen, then see if they will join in, for example, saying: 

 „I spy a p-e-g – peg.‟ 

 „I spy a c-u-p – cup.‟ 

 „Where‟s your other s-o-ck – sock?‟ 

 „Simon says – put your hands on your h-ea-d.‟ 

 „Simon says – touch your ch-i-n.‟ 

 
 Ask your child’s class teacher about the school’s approach to phonics and how 

you can reinforce this at home. For example, the teacher will be able to tell you 

which letters and sounds your child is currently learning.  

 You can then highlight these sounds when you read with your child. Teaching 

how sounds match with letters is likely to start with individual letters such as ‘s’, 

‘a’ and ‘t’ and then will move on to two-letter sounds such as ‘ee’, ‘ch’ and ‘ck’.  

 With all books, encourage your child to ‘sound out’ unfamiliar words and then 

blend the sounds together from left to right rather than looking at the pictures to 

guess. Once your child has read an unfamiliar word you can talk about what it 

means and help him or her to follow the story.  

 

 Make time to read with your child every day. Grandparents and older brothers or 

sisters can help, too. Encourage your child to blend the sounds all the way 

through a word.  

International Mud Day - 2020 

International Mud Day (yes it’s actually a real thing!) will be 

held on Monday, 29
th
 of June in Week 10. Last week the 

SRC decided to celebrate this day and will be exploring 

ways to involve all of our students and Rural Care children. 

Watch this space! 



Whilst getting dirty might not be everyone’s cup of tea, the benefits of this form of play 

are well known. I have included some information about these benefits shared by Nature 

Play SA. 

More information about the activities students will be involved 

in will be distributed in the near future. If you have any 

questions or would like to discuss your child(ren)’s 

involvement in celebrating this day, please feel free to contact 

me on 88 262 060. 

Growing with Gratitude – Big virtual event  

On Wednesday at 1:30pm, the students joined with over 100,000 young people from around 

the world to celebrate and practice gratitude and promote mental wellbeing. Using our 

Microsoft Teams platform, we connected with children from 38 different 

countries to hear the importance of regularly practising Gratitude and 

positive self-talk. The students then participated in two short activities 

which allowed them to put this learning into practice. I am always 

heartened to hear our students acknowledge the people and opportunities 

in their lives in which they our grateful.   
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Middle Primary 

News 

The Middle Primary class have been learning about Persuasive writing. They analysed 

various persuasive texts and then planned, edited and published their own persuasive text. 

Students learnt how to structure their writing correctly and how to use language features 

to make their writing stronger. The language features they have included within their 

writing are emotive language, alliteration and rhetorical questions.  

I wonder if the Middle Primary class will be able to persuade you to believe that Bute Early 

Learning and Primary School is the best school?  
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                  Week 6 Virtual Assembly    

RESPECT  

AWARD         

WINNERS 

JP—Florence 

Trengove,  

MP—Shayla   

Bettess,  

UP—Laura Green 

 

PRINCIPALS 

AWARD 

for QuickSmart 

Numeracy 

Saxon Krieg &  

Mikayla Green 

                  Health Check   

The school has been supplied with an infrared 

thermometer which is used as part of the school’s first 

aid assessment when a student goes to fist aid 

appearing unwell.  

The thermometer is used to measure a person’s 

temperature rapidly with no body surface contact, 

providing a reading within seconds.  

Thermometers measure the temperature of the central 

forehead area, and is administered by a designated first 

aider. 

This is a timely reminder that should your child display 

symptoms of being unwell, keep them at home until they 

have recovered.  

What temperature is a fever for a 
child? 

A normal body temperature is about 37°C. 
A temperature of 38°C or higher is consid-
ered a fever for a child. Look for these 
signs that your child may have a fever: 

 Feels warmer than usual 

 Sweating 

 Shivering 

 Loss of appetite 

 General body aches 

 Fussiness or irritability 



Stella 

shared her 

trip to the 

Flinders 

Ranges 

during her 

morning 

talk. 

ANGLICARE—SCHOOL UNIFORM 

ASSISTANCE 2020 

This is available to families who receive 

school card or Centrelink benefits. 

There is an expression of interest form to 

be completed. 

Once verified you will be notified of 

approval with an amount you can 

purchase uniform items. This can be our 

new uniforms or school pants etc. 

If you would like to find out about this 

please contact the school. 

Parent Update   Week 8, Term 2 - 2020 

high school 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
Where to find out more 

 

 

Or share your feedback with the 
project team by emailing: 
Year7toHS@sa.gov.au. 
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https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/education-and-care-locations/find-school-or-preschool
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/education-and-care-locations/find-school-or-preschool
https://www.education.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/year-7-high-school
mailto:Year7toHS@sa.gov.au


                    Community Notices    

 

**REMINDER TO SEND BACK CONSENT FORMS BY END OF THIS TERM** 

 

New Dental Service to be 

offered to Students 

We are proud to offer all students access to an onsite dental check-up at no out of pocket    

expense through the Mobile Dental Care SA  Healthy Smiles Bright Future Program. 

The Healthy Smiles Bright Future Program is run using best practice guidelines as set out by 

the Australian Dental Association. 

Check-ups are scheduled to be performed at the school by selected local Dentists and Oral Health Therapists; 

each of whom have relevant professional training, clearances and equipment required to perform high quality 

dental services in a school setting. 

Important dates/deadlines for the program are listed below: 

4/6/20 Information pack sent home with students  

26/6/20  Deadline to complete & return the below forms to your child’s teacher 

Patient Details and Consent 

Patient Information Form 

CDBS Bulk billing patient consent form. 

Following the student registration process, dates will then be finalised for the following activities: 

Initial dental check-ups (to be performed at school) 22-23/7 Week 1 Term 3 
 

Follow-up treatment for relevant  students (to be performed at school) 

(Please note: Mobile Dental Care SA will be contacting parents/guardians to obtain verbal consent prior to 

any follow-up treatment being undertaken). 

 

For further information about the Program, please go to our website: https://www.mobiledentalsa.com.au 

or email mobiledentalcaresa@gmail.com  

https://www.mobiledentalsa.com.au
mailto:mobiledentalcaresa@gmail.com
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 SPELD SA Free Parent Workshops In Yorketown  
SPELD SA is pleased to be able to share a rural and regional event that will be held in Yorketown on Friday 26th 
and Saturday 27th June 2020, at the Yorketown RSL & Sports Club. The following 6 free workshops are suitable for 
parents of children in preschool, junior, primary and secondary school. Numbers are limited, so book early. Some 
workshops are repeated on the second day.  

Please share with family, friends and SSOs; teachers and other professionals welcome. Note content is directed at 
parents.  

1. Dyslexia: What it is and how to help at home - Presenter: Sandy Russo This session looks at the problems 
encountered by students with Dyslexia and the ways in which they can be assisted. Each family attending will receive a 
copy of the AUSPELD Understanding Learning Difficulties Guide to take home as a reference guide.  

Friday 26 June 2020: 9:00 am – 11:00 am ACDT  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/dyslexia-what-it-is-and-how-to-help-at-home-tickets-108052714578  

Saturday 27 June 2020: 11:30 am – 1:30 pm ACDT  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/dyslexia-what-it-is-and-how-to-help-at-home-tickets-108506562048  

2. Hearing Sounds in Words (Phonemic Awareness) – a key literacy skill Presenter: Sandy Russo  

This hands-on workshop will investigate the relationship between ‘hearing sounds in words’ and the development of 
literacy – reading, writing and spelling. Participants will leave equipped with:  

• an insight into the numerous phonemic (sound) aspects of literacy  

• strategies to support your child’s literacy development  

• games and activities to nurture your child’s literacy development  

Suitable for parents of students struggling to spell and read.  

Saturday 27 June 2020: 9:00 am – 11:00 pm ACDT  

 https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/hearing-sounds-in-words-phonemic-awareness-a-key-literacy-skill-tickets-108506846900  

To advance the education and general welfare of children and others who are disadvantaged by specific learning 
difficulties  

3. Technology that helps dyslexic students - Presenter: Sandy Russo Come and look at some of the best 
assistive and remedial software for students (all ages) who have difficulties in literacy and numeracy. We will explore 
what works and how to use it.  

Saturday 27 June 2020: 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm ACDT  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/technology-that-helps-dyslexic-students-tickets-108507053518  

4. Using a six box in planning – all genres – all year levels – paper based or PowerPoint – Presenter: Sandy 
Russo  

Writing involves many processes and by the time pen touches paper and the challenge of working out how to spell the 
first word or even which word to use is reached by a struggling writer, the rest of their ideas have disappeared from their 
memory.  

This session focuses on how a six box structure can be used when planning any writing task in a paper based form and 
in PowerPoint. The six box structure is also easily used in a PowerPoint platform which helps students with working 
memory issues. You will leave the session with the knowledge of how to use a six box and the different strategies and 
programs that Sandy finds useful with the students she works with.  

Friday 26 June 2020: 2:30 pm – 4:30 pm ACDT  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/using-a-six-box-in-planning-all-genres-all-year-levels-paper-based-or-tickets-108507703462  

5. Developing their Vocabulary – Presenter: Sandy Russo  

Reading and talking with children plays an important role in developing their vocabulary. The more you read to children 
and then discuss what you have read, the more understanding students get about words and their world. This session 
will look at how you can help your child develop stronger vocabularies, from pre-schoolers to high schoolers using 
books, playing games, watching film clips and having discussions on a daily basis. We will also look at shades of 
meanings of words and idioms and sayings your child may find hard to understand.  

Friday 26 June 2020: 11:30 am – 1:30 pm ACDT  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/developing-their-vocabulary-tickets-108507236064  

If you book in and are unable to attend please let us know so that we can re-issue the seat. operations@speld-sa.org.au  


