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Family Welcome Night
& Mini Book Fair
*See flyer attached 

Meet Miss Hook

Week 7

NAPLAN practice test
Years 3 & 5

24/2

6/3 Sports Day at PBAS

25/2

Diary Dates

Reminders

Growth Respect

Week 4 Term 1 2026

Students are not to be on site
until 8.30am. There is no
supervision until then.
Breakfast Club is held daily.
Newsletters will be fortnightly.
We are a NUT FREE school.
Students are required to wear
broad brimmed when the UV
rating is 3 & above.

Integrity Teamwork

Contact us
PH: 8826 2060
SMS: 0417 841 481
dl.0702.info@schools.sa.edu.au

Bute Early Learning & Primary School 

Meet
 Our

New R
eceptions

We’re so excited to welcome five new children, along with two
familiar faces, to our Reception class this year!

 We know you’ll make lots of new friends, discover amazing
things, and have plenty of fun along the way.

 We look forward to watching you all learn and grow together!

Alice, Isabelle, Charlotte, Willa, Nina, Jana & Leo

We have officially
welcomed Miss Hook to

the BELPS team! You will
see Miss Hook teaching
Tuesday to Friday. She

will be teaching with Mrs
Sawyer in Middle Primary
and will have some time in

the Preschool too.
Welcome Miss Hook!

9/3

10/3

Public Holiday

Student Free Day



Welcome back to another exciting year at Bute!

True to Bute form, we’ve launched into the term with energy, enthusiasm and purpose. The

first few weeks have been centred on strengthening relationships, nurturing connections and

ensuring every child feels a genuine sense of belonging across our school and ELC. It has been

wonderful to see classrooms buzzing and smiling faces settling back into routines.

Our learning environments are once again looking fantastic. Each year, we invest in an

“Inspiring Spaces” budget to enhance every area across our site, ensuring our spaces remain

engaging, welcoming and supportive of high-quality teaching and learning. In 2026, we have

expanded this initiative to include a dedicated focus on Wellbeing. This addition has sparked

thoughtful conversations and creative collaboration between students and educators,

resulting in new spaces, resources and practices designed to strengthen the wellbeing of

everyone who learns and works within them. The ideas have been innovative, purposeful and

truly student-informed. We are so excited to showcase these BUTE-iful environments with our

families in the coming weeks!

The Bute Way

At Bute, we continue to prioritise a strong, positive culture grounded in our values and guided

by our motto. Supporting our young people to meet high expectations means intentionally

teaching and reinforcing positive behaviours — what we proudly call The Bute Way. Through

consistent language, clear expectations and strong relationships, we empower our students to

be respectful, responsible and ready to learn.

It’s shaping up to be another fantastic year at Bute, and we look forward to partnering with our

families as the journey continues.

FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Welcome to the 2026 school year

Be Kind

Believe in Yourself

Accept Challenges

No Excuses

 



Growth Mindset





Sports Day - Friday, 6  of Marchth

Student Free Day & Public Holiday

Sports Day is fast approaching and will be held on Friday, 6  of March. Our Sports Day team will

again compete against Port Broughton and Snowtown at Port Broughton Area School. If the

forecast is for 37 degrees or over, the event will be postponed with the rescheduled date advised

if needed. Families will continue to receive information over the coming weeks regarding the

details for the day, requirements etc. Students are nearing commencement of event practices to

ensure they are able to have maximum participation and enjoyment on the day. I have no doubt

this will again be a fantastic event and our students will make us all proud. GO BUTE! 

th

Our first Student Free Day for 2026 will be held on Tuesday, 10  of March following the Public

Holiday on Monday, 9  of March (Adelaide Cup). We have aligned our Student Free Day with

Kadina Memorial School to support families with children attending both sites. The Student Free

will be used for staff professional development. On this particular day, staff will engage in

training in relation Restorative Practices linked to our partnership with “Real Schools”.

th

th



JUNIOR PRIMARYJUNIOR PRIMARY  JUNIOR PRIMARY 

By now you may have heard about the 'Learning
Pit', developed by James Nottingham. It is a
concept that helps learners understand the
challenges and rewards of learning. When

children encounter something new or difficult,
they may feel uncertain or even frustrated—
this is when they are in the 'pit.' The JP class
are using the characters from the film 'Inside

Out', to help learners identify and express
their emotions during these times. For example,
they might feel Joy when they succeed, Sadness
if something is hard, or Disgust if things seem

unfair. By recognising these feelings, learners
develop resilience and understand that all

emotions play a valuable role in learning. With
support and perseverance, they can climb out of

the pit, stronger and more confident in their
abilities.

Don’t be‌
‌DISGUSTED if it‌
‌takes time to work‌
‌out the answers. 

Don’t be 
 DISGUSTED if it 
 takes time to work 
 out the answers. 

D O N ’ T  B E  S A D ,  M I S TA K E S

H E L P  U S  G R O W ,  I M P R O V E  A N D

B E C O M E  R E S I L I E N T.

Dont get angry, aDont get angry, a  
  challenge means you arechallenge means you are  

  learning. Accept thelearning. Accept the  
  challenge.challenge.  

Dont get angry, a
‌challenge means you are‌

‌learning. Accept the‌
‌challenge. 

You don’t have to FEAR

the pit, be brave and

keep persisting.You don’t have to FEAR

the pit, be brave and

keep persisting.

YOU WILL FEEL JOYYOU WILL FEEL JOY
AND PRIDE WHENAND PRIDE WHEN
YOU ARE OUT OFYOU ARE OUT OF

THE PIT ANDTHE PIT AND
SUCCEED OR MAKESUCCEED OR MAKE

PROGRESS!PROGRESS!  

YOU WILL FEEL JOYYOU WILL FEEL JOY
AND PRIDE WHENAND PRIDE WHEN
YOU ARE OUT OFYOU ARE OUT OF

THE PIT ANDTHE PIT AND
SUCCEED OR MAKESUCCEED OR MAKE

PROGRESS!PROGRESS!  



JUNIOR PRIMARYJUNIOR PRIMARY  JUNIOR PRIMARY 

we help learners understand the
difference between a growth

mindset and a fixed mindset. A
growth mindset means believing
that your abilities can improve
through effort, practice, and

learning from mistakes. For
example, if a child finds

something hard, they know that
with time and perseverance, they

can get better. In contrast, a
fixed mindset is when someone

believes their skills or
intelligence are set and cannot

change, so they might give up
easily or avoid challenges. By

encouraging a growth mindset, we
support learners to keep trying,
embrace challenges and be proud

of their progress and
achievements—helping them
become confident, resilient

learners.



JUNIOR PRIMARYJUNIOR PRIMARY  JUNIOR PRIMARY 

 WE ENCOURAGE OUR LEARNERS TO
USE THE 'POWER OF YET' AND

DEVELOP A GROWTH MINDSET
DURING THEIR LEARNING. WHEN A

TASK FEELS TRICKY OR THEY
HAVEN'T MASTERED SOMETHING—

LIKE READING A NEW WORD OR
SOLVING A MATHS PROBLEM—WE

REMIND THEM TO SAY, “I CAN’T DO
THIS…YET!” THIS SMALL WORD

HELPS CHILDREN REMEMBER THAT
LEARNING IS A JOURNEY, AND

WITH EFFORT AND PERSEVERANCE,
THEY WILL IMPROVE. 

THIS APPROACH FITS PERFECTLY
WITH THE 'LEARNING PIT', WHERE
LEARNERS MAY FEEL CHALLENGED
OR UNSURE AT FIRST, BUT WITH A

GROWTH MINDSET AND THE POWER
OF YET, THEY CAN KEEP TRYING,

GROW IN CONFIDENCE, AND
CELEBRATE THEIR PROGRESS AS

THEY CLIMB OUT OF THE LEARNING
PIT.

The JP class

as YETI’S.

The JP class

as YETI’S.

They will

move

through the

Learning Pit!

They will

move

through the

Learning Pit!



RURAL CARE &RURAL CARE &

PRESCHOOLPRESCHOOL

RURAL CARE &
PRESCHOOL

Our Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) outlines the areas we are continually reflecting on and
seeking to improve as a part of our commitment to high-quality early learning and care. It is a
living document, which is constantly adjusted and built upon as the year progresses and lived
experiences are shared. Below are the details about our 2026 QIP;

Goal
To develop children's awareness and understanding of Aboriginal cultures, histories, practices and
languages.

Challenge of Practice
If educators meaningfully embed Aboriginal cultures, histories, practices and languages throughout

the environment and learning experiences, then children will develop a greater awareness and

knowledge in this area of their learning. 

Actions (What educators are focusing on)

Educators will collaborate on the Self-assessment tool within the Narragunnawali platform to

help determine “actions” for our Reconciliation Action Plan.

Educators will continue to develop their own understanding of Aboriginal cultures, histories,

practices & languages, through ongoing professional learning.

Educators will use Pedagogical Documentation as a form of formative assessment, to inform the

next learning and developmental steps for children.

Educators will use the DfE Culturally Responsive Framework, including the yarning cards” to

engage in meaningful dialogue

Educators will critically reflect on current practices, structures, routines and the environment to

determine how they do or don’t support a Culturally safe and aware environment.

Success Criteria (How we will know if our actions are having an impact)

Aboriginal cultures, histories, practices and languages will be visible within the learning

environment.

Aboriginal cultures, histories, practices and languages will be visible within the learning program.

Children will articulate a greater understanding of Aboriginal cultures, histories, practices and

languages through structured and unstructured play and experiences.

Our 2026 Quality Improvement focus



RURAL CARERURAL CARERURAL CARE
Our Learning so far:
With the warm weather still upon us, our days have
consisted of water play left, right and center. What better
way to keep our bodies cool, as well as form friendships,
negotiate through the use of language, problem solve and
most importantly, have fun!!!

We have welcomed a few new
children who are finding their feet
really well within Rural Care! All
children have been so welcoming of
new faces, helping create a fun and
inviting  environment for all to
enjoy. 

The children have had their
imagination and creativity running
wild since returning these last few
weeks. They have been busy
creating sun catchers, having
fashion parades and creating
endless ideas with play dough.  

In the coming weeks we encourage the children to help
us expand on our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
display within the environment. Through the use of
painting, gathering natural materials and resembling
symbols through playdough, sandpit play as well as
drawing. We look forward to extending upon our
cultural resources as well as our knowledge as
Educators to further educate the children. 



RURAL CARE - OSHCRURAL CARE - OSHCRURAL CARE - OSHC

OSHC has come back in full swing, with
children expressing thoughts and ideas
on what can be set up within the
environment to make their OSHC
experience as fun as it can be! So much
creativity has occurred through child led
play. Listening to children's voices has
given us great insight into each child's
interests, allowing us to create a calming
and engaging space after School/Kindy. 



RURAL CARE - REMINDERSRURAL CARE - REMINDERSRURAL CARE - REMINDERS

Reminders:
Please ensure your child is provided with a hat for outside play.

Sunscreen is also to be provided if required for your individual child (we provide generic
sunscreen)

Provide a change of spare clothes for messy play.

If not yet completed, please fill out your child’s ‘collaborative learning goal’ form and return to
an Educator. 

Contact us on 0427 706 229 or 8826 2230 for enquiries or to let us know when your child is
absent from care. 

Playgroup is held every Monday from 
9:30am-11:00am at the Bute Early Learning
centre.

All families are welcome to come along and
join! Play group is such a great way to
connect with families within our community
and beyond. it is also the perfect
opportunity for your child/s to engage in
meaningful experiences, and socilaise with
peers.



SwimmingSwimmingSwimming
WeekWeekWeek



Can you spot
the

10 differences?



School & Community Notices
School and Kindy fee notices have now been issued. These fees

cover essential materials and services charges that support
your child’s learning.

For 2026, the South Australian Government has confirmed a
$200 rebate per student. This rebate will be automatically

applied to your school invoice, helping to reduce the amount
payable. 

School School 
Fees Fees 

If you

require assistance with

a School Card

Application or would

like to discuss your

school fees, please call

Steph on

8820 2060.

Families may also be eligible for School Card assistance.
Applications can be completed online via:

 https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-
scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme

Thank Thank you! you! 

PPhhoottoossPhotos
SScchhoooollSchool

Upcoming......

Wednesday 8  Aprilth

Week 11
more info to come



School & Community Notices

8.30 - 9.00am

Once again this year, we’re excited to host our Welcome Night
Mini Book Fair! 📚✨

Hop into our Library to browse a wonderful range of books,
stationery, posters, and more! You might even spot the perfect

little Easter basket filler, with Easter just around the corner 🐣🧺

Every purchase earns our school a commission, which we use to
buy even more books for our school Library. So you’re not just

shopping — you’re helping our whole school grow a love of
reading! 

We’d love to see you there!
Please note *Cash or online payments available at the Fair, sorry no Eftpos!

Open Times

Wed 3.00 - 5.00

3/11 to 6/11

Thurs
am only

8.30 - 9.00am

L U N C H  O R D E R S
We’re excited to let you know that our lunch ordering system is

changing as of Week 5!

Menus will be sent home with students, and lunch orders will
now be placed directly with Bute Cafe 21 by

calling 0449 991 159 before 10:30am on the day of order.

Lunch orders will be available Wednesday to Friday, with a fun
‘red food’ option on Fridays.

Thank you for your support as we introduce this new and
improved system!



School & Community Notices

FFuunn
  FFaacctt

Fun Fact
It’s

 impo
ssible to sneeze

with
 your ey

es open!

Do you have
 a fun fact

 or joke yo
u’d like

to put in t
he newslette

r? Write it down

with your n
ame and pop it

 into the bo
x

at the offi
ce 🙂
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